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Eveleigh Loco Shop Committee, Central
Committee.

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
19261927,

To the Unionists of Eveleigh,—

It is with feelings of pleasure that | commence to prepare this report
of the first committee of its kind functioning purely as a Trade Unjon
activity, that the Eveleigh shops have ever known, and whilst our: auccess
kas mot been phenomenal, still we have much work of a very beneficial
nature te report upon, and, in all, 1 think that a step in the right direction
hag been made in forming a committee of thig character, and if any measure
of support is forthcoming to the committess which you will be asked to elect
for the ensuing year, then one may safely say that there is nothing thai can-
not be attempted and achisved.

The Central Committes, composed of |1 delegates, first assembled for
business on the 2|atf of April last vear, and the following were then in a!ten}i—
ance: Meassrs. Rushton, L.E. Shop; Webh, Coppersmiths; Lomg, Old Fnun.d}'}':
Maher, Blacksmiths; Clenhall, Millwrights; Hooke o St a0 o0 Bailibep
Melrose, New Loca: Ford, Old Bhop: Burns, Majine Shop, and Daffy, Yard
Gang, .

The following were then elegted to take office for the year: A, Pitt,

! President; C, Melrose, Vice-President: |. Hoowe. Secretary: and J, Burns,

Treasurer,

A committee was then formed to draft ules and constitution, When
the committes had decided: on rules, etc., azombined meeting of all shop
committeemen was called when the rules were endorsed. It was early
realised that the commitiee would have a vast amount of work to do, and
smongst the first matters to be diawn to he attention of members was the
state of congestion on the overhead bridle at Redfern, and this question led
to the necessity of getting official recomition by the managcment for the
committee, and with that end in view, | deputation was appointed to wait
upon the management. After consideable delay, this depuotation was at
last successful. t

At this stage the Commiltee decded to collect the subscriptions from |
the employee-unionists, as provided n the rules, with the result shown in
the balance sheet.

The road was now clear for aition, and as the electrification schem
At Redfern Station accentuated the frightful congestion on the overhef
bridge, we spared no effort to get tle situation eased. Aftar many wed
of weary trying we at last got an autiliary entrance made availabla for e
conveniierice of [llawarra Line tffl"ve][tra. thus easing the situation w Jitle-



But though we have never let up on this question, no great relief has been
abtained, We saw that ille fime table was the cause of consestion, and we
appointed » deputation to the Minister on that question, without result, on
account of the crowded state of the lines,

Some other matters which were dealt with by the Committes st this
period ‘were the following: Ungprotected workers at the Old Foundry (situa-
tion relieved) i exposed hot-water urns (wherever possible it was promised to
ehelter them); pay windows—foundry employees exposed to the weather
(arrangements made to pay in shops when the weather was bad),

The matiter of annual holidays was another matter which the Com-
mittee was asked to attend Lo, and a mass meeting of employess was called

and the views of the men were obtained and presented to the management,
and arrangemente perfected in accordance. with the majority's wishes.

It was about this time that the Committee bhegan to experience great
diﬁ:lg:ullty in gaining interviews with the manager, and onr work waa hamg
terrilily hampered in consequence; so, for a whils, the Committes con-
centated on this phase of the situation and obtained some relisf.  Anether
valuable concession was obtained in the shape of an option being granted
to those who desired to take out their holiday pass for the week prior to
the hoildays,

— w The Committes also took charge of the Anti-Referendum Campaion
within the workshops, ancl was remarkably successful with every mreting
that was }ml&_. "

The Committes was wiiable to get, for employaes, the right to heok
geats when travelling on & pass

It was about this time that the Committee's memorable Bght over the'

availability of passes waa cartied on, and in an eventful tussle, lasting over
p overy conaiderable peried, the representations of the Committee were. ta the
letter, conceded, and there is ino doubt that if the Commimtes had done
nothing elie during the whole vear, that one éase alone justified ity exist-
ence, but some thanks must be wceorded to the Minister for Ruilways for
hie great assislance in this matter.’

|
The Committee had occasion o see the manager about the reception of

telephone messages over departmestal lines, and after & rather strenuous fight
the manager conceded the followihg: That in cases of illness, death op it
portant domestic matters, an empleyes would be allowed to take his own
message] but in ather cases the mes would be tranemitted to him.

A foremnn in a shop caused tl\"lq Committee to take a rather trivial
matter io the office, as he neemed to jmpugn the efforts of the Committee;
‘but we do not think that he will offend] again.

A very ‘great deal of cungmhon'rnnd inconvenience was being. caused
rrmg to the lack of definite information as to the destination and stopping
‘zes of trains on the electric servicen. We obtained definite action on Lhis

} f

matter, but so far have not provided the relief desived. Members whoe work
in the boiler testing shop will appreciate our efforts to get some celief for
them from the noise, ele,, of the ail-blower, hut Wwe &re not pver optimistie
in this case of absolute snceess.

We are nwo' engaged upon the biggest thing that we have se far
tackled—that is, for the provision of refreshment dining rooms. We have

cireularised the other States for information appertaining to this subijent,

and we are also collecting information from privale firms arpund Sydney
where these rooms are in operation. We realise the nature of the task that
we have undertaken, but we will prese on and will not rest until our plans
Fructify.

This réport is necessarily much abbreviated, and it would take a volums
to do anything like justice to thoss members whom you elested to do your
work, and | at least cannot allow the oppertunity to pass witheut giving
my meed of praise to the unselfish loyalty and devotion of the members of
the Committes with whom it has been my greatest plensure to associste; and
it ie only right at this stage to explain also that this is only the report af the
General Comniities, and wlen ons vonsiders that in every glmp an ihdi-
vidual commiittes has been working for the betterment of the men, then it
will be seen that a very valuable medium of articulation has heen crasted
for the railwaymen, and every effort should be made by sve'yone to wme
that encouragement and suppert is given to those who are #2nt along to
this Committee to work in your inter#sts, and Mough oir finances are in
a healthy state, that is only due to the stricf#t economy on the part of
vour Committes, and | at least believe thay tht funds should be augniented
by & further sthscription of 3d. throusheut thy shopa,

Trusting that the enthusiasts will d.lnpe: any apathy that might exist,
and that between us we may make great strif®s forward in the caming year,

! -y

JA_JK HOOKE, Hon. Secretary.
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